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Preface 
 
“Easy Comext” is an HTML based interface giving to the public at Eurostat’s External Trade 
database. 
The access to “Easy Comext” interface is done through the Eurostat’s internet site  
There are two types of users of “Easy Comext”: 
 
 - Not registered users or registered and not logged in  

The system allows to carry out the following interactive operations: 
- Select the appropriate dataset 
- Define an extraction (new query) 
- Extract interactively data according to an extraction definition 
- Visualise and download extracted data 
- Visualise and download metadata (methodology, classifications etc.) 

 
- Registered users  ( logged in) 

The system allows to carry out all operations of a not logged in user, plus: 
- Save and retrieve a query 
- Extract more data than a non registered user 
- Extract in batch mode. In this case, the job is submitted to the system 

for later execution (when system resources are available). Extraction 
results are stored at the server for 48 hours and the user can display or 
download them during this period 

- Get information on the status of a batch extraction (waiting, running, 
finished) 

- Display list of  terminated work during the last 48 hours 
- Display and download extraction results 
- Be informed by e-mail when an extraction has finished  
 

- Registration has to be done only once. To register, a user must select “login” and then click 
on  “registrer”. It is important to provide a correct e-mail address since a user name and a 
password will be sent to this address. 



 Main toolbars 
 
The system provides the user with the following two main toolbars and facilities: 
 
 
 
For not logged in users 
 

 
 
Select login to initiate a session as a register user or to register for the first time (a valid e-mail 
address is necessary) 
 
 
For logged in users 
 

 
 
 



Register (first time) 

 
 

Make an extraction 
 
When a user click on the name of a dataset, “Easy Comext” displays a floating menu. The 
user should select “new query” to begin the three steps operation. 
 
 
Non registered user (no previous login) Registered user ( with login ) 

 
 

 
 



 
 

STEP 1  
 
 
In order to define a query, the user should select at least one element per dimension. After 
clicking on the name of the dimension, the dimension selection form is activated and displays 
the list its contents ( items and groups if available). A group is a list of dimension items.  
 
The user may select a group as a whole or he can open the group and select individual items. 
 
Groups are used by the system to facilitate the access to big classifications and the selection 
of classification items. When a group is selected as a whole, it appears in red colour. 
However, in the extraction only the contents of the group are shown. For example if a group 
contains 200 items, the user will dispose in the extraction all the 200 items and no indication 
of the group.  
 
 It is possible to define a query containing for one or more dimensions, groups, parts of 
groups, simple dimension elements. An estimated number of cells (with data or empty) is 
displayed at the bottom left of the screen. 
 
In the following example, the product dimension contains one group (in red colour) and two 
products. The extraction will contain all individual products included in the group plus the 
two products 
 
 

 
 



Each time the user clicks on a dimension, the system opens a form that enables the selection 
of codes or groups (groups are not available for all dimensions).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
When button “group details” is clicked, all the codes that are included in the marked group 
will be displayed for individual selection. 
 

 



 

STEP 2  
 
The user can define the layout of the display/presentation of the extracted data. Up to two 
header columns and two header rows can be defined. For each line or column the user selects 
to display codes, labels or both. 
 

 
 
 



 

STEP 3  
 
The user must submit  the query to “Easy Comext”. If the submission is interactive, the user 
should wait until “Easy Comext” has extracted and prepared the data for display. A green 
colourd indicator at the bottom right of the navigator window shows the processing of the 
operation. It is important that the user waits until the end of the extraction.  The 
submission is lauched through the following screen (not logged in users) 
 

 
 
A logged-in user has the possibility to submit an extraction in batch and display or download 
the data later, to receive notification by e-mail when the extraction is done, to save the query 
for later retrieve and to define the format of the final output. MTX is the internal multi-
dimensional format of “Easy Comext”. When the user selects MTX, he will have the 
possibility to visualise the results and to transform them in all available formats (text, html, 
graphics etc.).  
 

 
 



When a batch job is launched the user can visualise the processing status through the option 
“batch jobs”. The submitted bath job is added to the list of the “completed works” as soon 
as the extraction has finished. Both windows are shown below. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Display the results of  an extraction  
 
An extraction can be displayed either after an interactive extraction or after clickin on the 
“display”buttom associated to the extraction list in the completed work window. 
 

 
 
At this stage, the user is given the following options: make new selection in the header 
dimensions (partner, product, ..) and refresh the view; change layout; print preview;  
modify query  (a new extraction is done); save to … option downloads the data in the 
requested format in the user’s PC (csv for raw data and HTML for formatted tables). The 
typical download form is opened. The user can also select with the mouse the table on the 
screen, copy the table (ctrl-c) and paste the table directly to a spreadsheet or a document (ctrl-
v).  Before making a graphic, the user must have a simple and significant table for the 
requested graphic. It should be noted that during all operations all data remain in Eurostat’s 
server (for 48 hours) and the user can access them later from even another computer. 
  
Normally, for a line graphic the user should put time in columns and display less than 10 
rows. 
For a pie graphic only one row is permitted. 
 
The graphic representation of the previous table is the following: 

 



Access to Metadata 
 
Metadata can be accessed at three levels. 
 
- From the main toolbar the user can have global metadata covering all datasets. 
- From each dataset the user may access metadata related to the specific dataset 
- From each opened dimension the user can access metadata related to this dimension. 
 
All files can be downloaded or opened.  
In general the user can find metadata related to methodology, classifications, quality, 
timelines information and update information, important notices and software.  
 

Retrieve a saved query 
 
A logged in user can access his previously saved query with the “existing query” option in 
the main toolbar.  He can open the query and launch an extraction with modifications or not. 
To save the modifications, the query should be stored under a new name. 
 
 

 
 

Downloads 
 
Downloads can be done either from the main toolbar through the tools options (only software) 
or from each dataset (selected important information).  
 
 
 

 


