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Preface

“Easy Comext” is an HTML based interface giving to the public at Eurostat’s External Trade
database.

The access to “Easy Comext” interface is done through the Eurostat’s internet site

There are two types of users of “Easy Comext™:

- Not registered users or registered and not logged in
The system allows to carry out the following interactive operations:
- Select the appropriate dataset
- Define an extraction (new query)
- Extract interactively data according to an extraction definition
- Visualise and download extracted data
- Visualise and download metadata (methodology, classifications etc.)

- Registered users ( logged in)
The system allows to carry out all operations of a not logged in user, plus:

- Save and retrieve a query

- Extract more data than a non registered user

- Extract in batch mode. In this case, the job is submitted to the system
for later execution (when system resources are available). Extraction
results are stored at the server for 48 hours and the user can display or
download them during this period

- Get information on the status of a batch extraction (waiting, running,
finished)

- Display list of terminated work during the last 48 hours

- Display and download extraction results

- Be informed by e-mail when an extraction has finished

- Registration has to be done only once. To register, a user must select “login” and then click
on “registrer”. It is important to provide a correct e-mail address since a user name and a
password will be sent to this address.



Main toolbars

The system provides the user with the following two main toolbars and facilities:

For not logged in users

External trade Help & FA External trade rmetadata | Select datazet | |[Conta Search

Select login to initiate a session as a register user or to register for the first time (a valid e-mail
address is necessary)

For logged in users

Yiew the available datasets
and begin a new query

Find global metadata

50 to Eurostat Contact
Find preset guide and FAG and Search facilities

Logout | Existing Query | Batch jobs | Completed Works | Tools | Profile | Password
Close View and manage  View the status of  View and camry Dowload  Modify Mo dify
current savad queries the batch jobs operations (Stand registration password
5a55I0n with extractions alone infarmation

Comext)



Register (first time)

login

If you already have an account, please enter your email and password /
below. /

ser Mame || ‘

Password | |
If wou are not registered, you can register easily. It is fres.
Forgot your password?

kY

Please fill in the details in the form. The entries marked with a ¥ must be completed.
* ghail | | Street | |
* Mame | | City | |
Surnarme | | State/Province | |
Company | Postal Code/ZIP |
Occupation | Company/Organisation V| Country Select... V‘

Continue

Make an extraction

When a user click on the name of a dataset, “Easy Comext” displays a floating menu. The

user should select “new query” to begin the three steps operation.

Non registered user (no previous login) Registered user ( with login )
Search Search
= Available datasets =-Available datasets
U TRADE SINCE 1395 BY CNES “EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY CH3

- EU TRADE [ EL TRADE S

E TRADE Dovnload Files
i Metadata

-EU TRADE S
&-PRODUCTI

Existing Query
Mew Query
Download Files
Batch Jobs
Completed Work

Metadata




STEP 1 step @

In order to define a query, the user should select at least one element per dimension. After
clicking on the name of the dimension, the dimension selection form is activated and displays
the list its contents ( items and groups if available). A group is a list of dimension items.

The user may select a group as a whole or he can open the group and select individual items.

Groups are used by the system to facilitate the access to big classifications and the selection
of classification items. When a group is selected as a whole, it appears in red colour.
However, in the extraction only the contents of the group are shown. For example if a group
contains 200 items, the user will dispose in the extraction all the 200 items and no indication
of the group.

It is possible to define a query containing for one or more dimensions, groups, parts of
groups, simple dimension elements. An estimated number of cells (with data or empty) is
displayed at the bottom left of the screen.

In the following example, the product dimension contains one group (in red colour) and two
products. The extraction will contain all individual products included in the group plus the
two products

Dataset Marme: DE-016894 - EU TRADE SINCE 19295 BY HS2-HS4
Far each dirnensior, sekecl which dala you wanl o exiract by clichng on bhe dirfsensian narme above he comasoanding Hsk
EFORTER 'ARETHER FRODUCT
0 goup(s), 3 codels) : 0 greup(s), 2 codels) i B gpupizh, 2 codels)
AT-ALUSTALA [ FIFINLAND i E-CEREALS |
GH-UMITED EIMGOOM JP-JAPEN TICANE OB BEE T SUGAR &80 CHE M)
HU-H UNGART 1703 0LASSES RESULTING FROM THE
FLOWY FERIQD IMDICATORS
0 grougds), T codels) 0 groug(=), 3 codels) 0 group(z), 2 codelz)
THMPORT [ 200211 Hew. 2002 CQUANTITY_IM_100KG
2EXFORT 200 2-Dec. 2002 WALUE_[d_EURDS
WA g D, A0
Zgtimnatad number of non-ematy cells: 24 click on dimension names to
Aemnares
select codes or groups
# The mesximem mumber of non-empty cells you can extract in interactde mede iz 4500 W

= The mazaeen muenber of non-smpty celle you can extract i batchee de i 5000



Each time the user clicks on a dimension, the system opens a form that enables the selection
of codes or groups (groups are not available for all dimensions).

JataszEU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS2-HS4

Jimension: PRODUCT

Lvalasle Grovps
(G gros )

17 PROCUCTS CF THE MILLIMG IMDUSTRY; kALT : STARCHEE : o
12 0ILSzEDS AND JLEAGINOUE FRLITS; ISCE_LAMED 13 GF—
13-LAC; GUMS, RESIES AMC OTHER WEGETABLE EAPS ANI Ex
14VEGETAZLE PLAITING MATERIALS; VEGETASLE PROCUCTS
15-4MIWAL DR WEGETABLE FaTS AMD OILS AHMD THEIR CL=ak:
1 E-PREFARATIONS OF EAT, OF FISH OR 3= CRUSTACEAMS b

1 L SHEAR L NE-TTINHERY

TR-CNIT S AW CNEMNS PRFPARATINHS

19-PREFARATIONS OF CEREALS. FLOUR. STARZH CF MILE.: R
20-PREFARATIONS OF VEGETABLES . FRT. MUTS OR JTHER
27 -HISCELLANZ0US EDIELE PREFARATIONS

b

celected
L grongs), C iadivvicial’s)

=
1

I0-COM a5

Advanced sdection [2el |:

click on group details to open
a group and select codes

m
m

When button “group details” is clicked, all the codes that are included in the marked group

will be displayed for individual selection.

Datazet:EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY H52-H54

Cimension: PRODUGT

Group: 17-3UGARI AMD FUGAR. CONFECTIOMERY

Aealable Codes

{7 indAdnsla )

Tl
17 13-MOLASSES 3250 _TING FFOM T4= E<TRACT CH OF FEAME
174-5UGAR COMFECT CREFY HOT COMTRIMING CCCCA, IMCL. w
17ZCC0RRECT OMS DJZ TO ERRONEOUS CODES EELOMGIHG TI
17u4hd-"RADE 2RJCZH CCWH AT CHAPTER LEVEL DMLY
1735 C0MF DEMTIaL TRADE OF CHAFTER 17

Detaset mezaceta

Crowg Detalls

Adc Al

Add whole group

Add seleczec codes

Zelected
M groplg), 2 indise foa’(=)

1701 CahE OF BEZT SUGAR aND CHEYICALLY FLFE SUCROSE. NI
17C20THEF SUGARS, IMZ_ CHEMIZALLY PURE LACTOSE, MALTC

Carcel




STEP 2 Step [2)

The user can define the layout of the display/presentation of the extracted data. Up to two
header columns and two header rows can be defined. For each line or column the user selects
to display codes, labels or both.

COLUNMNS
Dimension Top FARTHER b
Format Top Codes b
Dimension Bottom [

Format Bottom

LINES
Dimension Left | FEPCRTER
Format Left Codes

Dimension Right FERICD
Format Right Mone

L AN () [




STEP 3 Step (3]

The user must submit the query to “Easy Comext”. If the submission is interactive, the user
should wait until “Easy Comext” has extracted and prepared the data for display. A green
colourd indicator at the bottom right of the navigator window shows the processing of the
operation. It is important that the user waits until the end of the extraction. The
submission is lauched through the following screen (not logged in users)

Tou are currently not logged in.
To perform the extraction, please click on the Fish' button,

To be able to save a query or to perform an extraction in batch mode, please click on Logm' link.

A logged-in user has the possibility to submit an extraction in batch and display or download
the data later, to receive notification by e-mail when the extraction is done, to save the query
for later retrieve and to define the format of the final output. MTX is the internal multi-
dimensional format of “Easy Comext”. When the user selects MTX, he will have the
possibility to visualise the results and to transform them in all available formats (text, html,
graphics etc.).

Options:
[leatch extraction (send notification), instead of on-line extraction (HTML)

Show in output ;

[ Motify me whenever this dataset is updated

OSave Query
Cluery name :

Description :



When a batch job is launched the user can visualise the processing status through the option
“batch jobs”. The submitted bath job is added to the list of the “completed works” as soon
as the extraction has finished. Both windows are shown below.

Logout | MNew Query Ezisting Query Batch jobs completed Work Download Profile

This is your list of batch jobs from your recent queries.

Date submitted Job Dataset State Date started Date completed
2224'3/29423 balship1-0 EU2E SINCE 1999 CH {SIMULATED) Completed 2234429253 2234129??3
2224;29é§1 EULSACSY EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS5Z-HS4 Completed 2224429121 2224igg;§1
2224,3/29éil EUUSAPHARMA EU TRADE SIMNCE 1995 BY H52-HS4 Completed 2224129;31 22244292;21
2224éggggu test2 EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS5Z-HS4 Completed 2224639;2‘_0 2224639630
22245295:0 batch at 15:31 EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS5Z-HS4 Completed 2224529130 2224égg;§0
22241291?0 batch test 11:44 EU TRADE SIMNCE 1995 BY H52-HS4 Completed 22244296/30 2224429{30
2224"2/2911? batch demo 20-9-2004 EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY H52-HS4 Completed 2224129;;? 2224129%,;?

Logout |  Evisting Query | Batch jobs | completed Works | Tools | Frofile Passwo

MIMG! The data you previously subrnitted has been deaned from the sezz on.

is is your list of results from your recert queries “ou shoulc downlaad thermn now since they wil be de etzd after 48 hours from the guery executior.

MName Dataset Size Date Format
Jntizled_2C0<0927 LCS-0.6894 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS2-H54 2112 2004,/C9,/27 10: 46: 42 MTR m
Jntizled_2C0<0927 LCS-0.6894 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY H52-H54 1c2 2004,/C9/27 10:45: 17 MTH M
Graph C5-0.6893 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS6 12453 2004/C9/24 18:14: 27 Graph
aaa C5-026893 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS6 124« 2004/C9/24 18:13:21  Outrut
aaa C5-026893 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HSG6 1z4< 2004,/C9/24 18:13:21  Cutrut
asadad C5-026893 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HS6 124« 2004,/C9/24 17:55:41  Outrut
asadad C5-026893 - EU TRADE SIMCE 1995 BY HSG6 1240 2004,/C9/24 17:55:23  Outrut

Intizled_2C0<0924  |0S-0:6893 - EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS6 24102 | 2004/C9/24 17:54025 | MTX [ Displzy ]



Display the results of an extraction

An extraction can be displayed either after an interactive extraction or after clickin on the
“display”’buttom associated to the extraction list in the completed work window.

File: m
Format: CEY - Line Chart  »
Dataset: EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS2-HS4
Extraction name: Untitled 20040927
Dimensions: PARTNER  |UNITED STATES v
PRODUCT | ACYCLIC HYDROCARBONS R change Layout
INDICATORS | VALUE_IN_EUROS v

FLOW REPORTER / PERIOD 199504 199505 199506 199507 | 199508 199509 199510 199511 199512 199552 200252

IMPORT EU15 4BE9596 | 5126253 5000366 | 7346623 4590027 |56053458| 7493625 b257 5369 5665427 | REEE2207
EUZ5 4BE9596 | 5126253 5000366 | 7346623 4590027 |56053458| 7493625 b257 5369 5665427 | REEE2207
EXPORT EU15 10287800 11535230 17403750 9165165 | 5545002 | 9466840 12045180 5435037 | 3490855 124135025
EUZ5 10287500 11535230 17403750 9165165 | 5545002 | 9466840 12045180 5435037 | 3490855 1241356025

At this stage, the user is given the following options: make new selection in the header
dimensions (partner, product, ..) and refresh the view; change layout; print preview;
modify query (a new extraction is done); save to ... option downloads the data in the
requested format in the user’s PC (csv for raw data and HTML for formatted tables). The
typical download form is opened. The user can also select with the mouse the table on the
screen, copy the table (ctrl-c) and paste the table directly to a spreadsheet or a document (ctrl-
v). Before making a graphic, the user must have a simple and significant table for the
requested graphic. It should be noted that during all operations all data remain in Eurostat’s
server (for 48 hours) and the user can access them later from even another computer.

Normally, for a line graphic the user should put time in columns and display less than 10
TOWS.
For a pie graphic only one row is permitted.

The graphic representation of the previous table is the following:
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Access to Metadata

Metadata can be accessed at three levels.

- From the main toolbar the user can have global metadata covering all datasets.
- From each dataset the user may access metadata related to the specific dataset
- From each opened dimension the user can access metadata related to this dimension.

All files can be downloaded or opened.

In general the user can find metadata related to methodology, classifications, quality,
timelines information and update information, important notices and software.

Retrieve a saved query

A logged in user can access his previously saved query with the “existing query” option in
the main toolbar. He can open the query and launch an extraction with modifications or not.
To save the modifications, the query should be stored under a new name.

“our Server gueries can be sorted by clicking the column name.

Query Dataset Query description Last Updated
mairy EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS6 dosta ola 2004-09-24 [ open |
EU TRADE SINCE 1995 BY HS2-
gpdeytera HS4 2004-09-27 | open J
Downloads

Downloads can be done either from the main toolbar through the tools options (only software)
or from each dataset (selected important information).



